
                                                                                

Press Release

„Barometer of Public Opinion – November  2009”

Soros Foundation Moldova pleads for correct and transparent tools to reflect the social-political and 
economic life and for ensuring the access of civil society to information. To this end, a public opinion 
survey programme – “Barometer of Public Opinion in Moldova”- was launched in 1998.  

First two polls were conducted in 1998. The following poll  was commissioned by the Institute for 
Public Policy, with the financial support of SOROS Foundation Moldova, in August 2000. Afterwards, 
public opinion polls were conducted in spring and autumn of each year during the period 2001-2009.  

The surveys focused on the following issues:  political  options, rating of main political  parties and 
personalities, living standards and life quality, economic and social Government policy, other major 
issues.

In November 2009, the Institute for Public Policy commissioned a new public opinion poll which was 
conducted by the  Institute for Marketing and Polls IMAS-INC Chişinău.  The poll was conducted 
within  the  period  November,  16  –  30,  2009  on  a  sample  of  1118  people  of  75  communities, 
representative for the adult population of the Republic of Moldova (excluding the Transnistrian area). 
The maximal sampling error is ± 3.0%. 

Major Results

Economy – General Issues

• According to nearly 29% of respondents, the Republic of Moldova is moving towards a right 
direction; the  share  of  people  who  expressed  such  an  opinion  has  increased  by  10% 
compared  to  the  poll  conducted  in  July  2009  (the  poll  was  conducted  on  the  eve  of 
parliamentary elections). Most of respondents still think that the country is moving towards a 
wrong direction (55% of the sample). 

• Most of respondents are discontent with the fact that the Transnistrian conflict is still unsettled 
(87% of  respondents expressed discontentment with this  issue).  To mention also that  the 
share of respondents who are discontent with Government policy in major fields of social life 
has increased compared to July 2009: salaries (87% compared to 81% in July 2009), industry 
(83%), pensions (83%), employment  (82%), fighting corruption  (82%). Most people are not 
content with Government policy in the field of agriculture (78%), living standards (76%); in the 
same time, the respondents are content with the situation in the field of education (45%) and 
with the measures undertaken to prevent swine flu (43%).

• About 55% of the sample are discontent with the present economic situation in the country. 
33% of the sample consider that the present economic situation has not changed compared to 
last year, while 41% of them think that the economic situation has worsened. 

• The  share  of  optimistic  opinions  concerning  the  economic  prospects  of  the  Republic  of 
Moldova for next year has considerably increased. Approximately 33% of respondents expect 
that the economic situation will improve (21% in July 2009). 
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• About 87% of the sample stated they are more or less touched by the global financial crisis. A 
quarter  of  respondents  are  content  with  Government’s  endeavours  to  attenuate  the 
consequences of the economic crisis.      

Life Quality – Social Issues

• The  number  of  respondents  who  expressed  contentment  with  their  living  increased  from 
19.5% in July 2009 to 27% in November 2009; the ratio content-discontent respondents tends 
to a balance, while the share of discontent respondents decreased by 9% since July 2009 
reaching 39%. The people’s discontentment is mainly caused by: shortage of money (80% are 
not so content or discontent),  political life in the country  (78%),  cleanliness /aspect of their  
community (61%) and health care (55%).  

• Nearly 53% of the sample stated their living has not changed compared to the one of a year 
ago, and less than a third of respondents stated their living has worsened.  

• The income of 28% of the sample is not enough at least for the essential, while the income of 
43% of respondents is enough just  for the essential.  Compared to July 2009, the people’s 
subjective perceptions about their income show a slight improvement. 

• To point out in this context that most people are mostly concerned about prices (54%), poverty 
(48%) and  unemployment (46%). The concern about prices is stronger among aged people 
(64%) and people from small urban communities and from rural communities. A significant 
share of people are concerned about unemployment (mainly young people aged 18-29 - 55% 
of them) and children’s future (44%). 

• Television remains the most important source of information for the population (88%), and this 
is also the source of information in which 61% of people trust in the most. Radio is the most 
important source of information for 46% of the sample and only 18% of the sample stated that 
newspapers are the most important source of information for them while 14% of the sample 
rely on Internet. 

Society

• The  20th anniversary  since  the  fall  of  Berlin  wall  was  an  opportunity  to  find  out  the 
respondents’ opinions about this event: almost half of them consider that the fall of Berlin wall 
has had a positive impact on the world’s development, in general.

• On the other hand, 49% of respondents regret about the collapse of the former USSR, while 
43,7% of them would vote for the return of the Republic of Moldova back in a totally or partly 
restored USSR. Nearly half of respondents think that before 1991, in the former Soviet Union, 
the  situation  was  better  from  the  viewpoint  of  living  standards,  dwelling,  employment, 
relationship among people, etc.  As far  as human rights,  the freedom of  movement or the 
freedom of religion were concerned, the preferences rather incline towards present times. 

Politics

• The level of people’s concern about politics is 31% (very much or much concern about it).   
• There was a spectacular increase in the level of credibility in state institutions: Government –

44% (compared to 31% in July 2009), Parliament – 41% (compared to 30% in July 2009). The 
media also made a significant jump from 51% four months ago to 61%. People trust the least 
in political parties (29% of respondents expressed very much trust or some trust, an increase 
by 8%), trade unions (29%) and NGO-s (34%). 

• Among the political personalities, Marian Lupu (51%), Prime-Minister, Vlad Filat (45%) and 
Vladimir Voronin (39%), followed by Dorin Chirtoacă (33%) and Zinaida Greceanîi (31%) enjoy 
the highest levels of trust. 
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• While being asked the open question concerning the political personality they trust in the most, 

20% of respondents stated they do not trust in anybody. Still, Marian Lupu (20%) enjoys the 
highest level of people’s trust, followed by Vladimir Voronin (17%), Vlad Filat (14%) and Dorin 
Chirtoacă (4%). 

• There is a significant change from the perspective of the level of trust expressed to political 
parties. Democratic Party of Moldova (40%), Liberal-Democratic Party of Moldova (39%), and 
the Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (39%) enjoy the highest levels of trust. 

• If parliamentary elections were held in the Republic of Moldova next Sunday, 4% of people 
would not take part in voting, 26% of the sample would vote for the Party of Communists of 
Moldova. The other parties which could overpass the electoral threshold are: Democratic Party 
of Moldova (14,1%), Liberal-Democratic Party of Moldova (12,9%) and Liberal Party (8,2%). 
21,4% of  people  are still  undecided,  7,5% of  respondents did  not  accept  to  respond this 
question, and nearly 4,4% would not vote. The difference up to 100% represents the category 
“other parties” (which are below the electoral threshold). 

Foreign Relations

• 50% of the population consider that Russia should be the most important strategic partner of 
the Republic of Moldova, while 25% of them opt for the European Union and only 9% - for 
Romania. 

• 63% of the sample plead for accession of the Republic of Moldova to the European Union and 
nearly 22% - for joining NATO. 
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