
   

 

 

 
 

INFORMATIONAL BRIEF FOR JOURNALISTS 
CONCEPT OF SECURITY. SECURITY SECTOR 

 
1. Delimitation of the field 

 

 Security – essential for the life of individuals, communities, states;  

 Physical security – vital;  

 Economic, social, cultural, political, military, etc. security – expressions of an aggregated condition of 
individual and collective security;  

 In traditional terms, security has been associated with military power;  

 After the 1990s, the term of security has been extended to political, economic, societal fields; 

 There is a general trend to move from security threats towards security vulnerabilities and risks;  

 Specialized literature approaches security from two important perspectives – realist and idealist. 
Realist school in the field of security focusses on the concept of power and its derivatives, i.e. power 
politics and balance of power; idealist school focusses on the concept of peace; war is considered as 
a major threat derived from the problem of national security; elimination of war and establishment 
of peace will lead to removal of the problem from the international agenda. 

 
2. Definitions 

 
Security: 

 Etymologically, it comes from the Latin securitas, meaning „careless, serenity, peace of mind”; 

 „relative absence of war” (Ian Bellany, 1981);  

  „in an objective sense, it measures the absence of threats to acquired values, and in a subjective 
sense – the absence of fear that such values will be attacked” (Arnold Wolfers);  

 „absence of threat” (Arnold Wolfers); 

 „ability to withstand aggression from abroad” (Giacomo Luciani, 1989);  

  „sustainability of traditional patterns of language, culture and religious and national identity, and 
custom” (societal security, Waever, 1993). 

 
3. Connected concepts 

 
Public interest represents the crystallisation of interests within a society. The definition of public 
interest allows the State to fulfil its obligation to protect and promote social welfare. From the external 
perspective, such a function includes the ability to protect the society against external threats and to 
engage in mutual cooperation with other states. 
 
In foreign and security policy, public interest has the form of national interest. The national interest 
allows the State to develop and maintain an optimal ability to protect the society and to promote public 
interest. Or, foreign and security policy implies first of all promoting the particular interests of each state 
(peace or war, national welfare, national economic wealth, etc.). 
 



   

 

 

Vulnerability is an external feature of security which points out its weaknesses. It has a passive nature 
and concerns the geographical location, the territory’s size, the population, etc. 
 
Risk - the possibility to withstand a threat. While vulnerability is defined from the strategic perspective, 
the risk is evaluated from the political perspective. 
 
Threat is a potential danger, expressed by words or gestures, which has an author, a goal, objectives and 
a target. 
 
The state of security-insecurity may be defined as a result of the analysis of vulnerabilities, risks and 
threats. 
 

4. Sectorial approach 
 
The State can define its security from the perspective of at least five sectors (according to Buzan, 1991):  

 military; 

 politic; 

 economic; 

 environment; 

 societal. 
 
Military security - threats of military nature traditionally stand on the central position in national 
security. Military action is a threat for all State’s components: the physical basis (territory) can be 
occupied (partly or totally) or affected as an ecosystem, the institutional structure can be divided up, the 
idea of State can be undermined. Significant achievements in the political, industrial, cultural fields, 
obtained due to the efforts put by several generations, can be annulled as a result of the use of force.  
 
Political security refers to organizational stability of social order and defines the threats of non-military 
nature. In a certain manner, security as a whole is political, because all vulnerabilities, risks and threats 
are defined in a political way. Political security is concerned by threats to legitimacy or recognition of 
either political units, or fundamental features (political structures, State institutions, etc.). In this case, 
we may speak about threat to:  

 internal legitimacy of political units, related first of all to ideologies and other constitutive 
ideas or themes defining the state;  

 external legitimacy, international recognition. 
 
Economic security refers to the economy’s capacity to withstand internal and external shocks.  
From the external perspective, the major threats might be: 

 global economic crisis; 

 economic embargoes; 

 unequal economic development. 
 
The values of economic security might be: 

 market economy; 

 loyal competition; 

 economic freedom; 

 private ownership, etc. 



   

 

 

Environmental security. The environmental security agenda includes:  
a) disturbance of the ecosystem – climate changes, loss of biodiversity, deforestation, desertification 
and other forms of soil erosion, reduction of ozone layer, all kinds of pollution;  
b) energy crisis – depletion of natural energy resources (wood, petrol), various forms of pollution caused 
by energy production and distribution (petrol, nuclear, chemical products);  
c) demographic crises – population growth over the support capacity of the natural system, epidemics, 
diseases, excessive urbanization;  
d) food crisis – destruction of agricultural land, water sources, overconsumption;  
e) economic crisis – economic inequalities, protection of some pollutant economies, societal instability;  
f) civil disorders – include environment destruction as a result of war and violence as a result of 
environment destruction. 
 
Societal security takes into consideration the following defining components:  
1. Nation defined as „a population sharing a historical territory, common myths and historical memories, 
a mass public culture, a common economy and a system of common rights and duties for all members 
(A. Smith, 1991). 
2. Nationalism as „a political action”, a political programme, an initiative aimed at the major objective to 
create a nation, to protect it against some threats or risks or, simply, a political mobilization for the sake 
of an objective considered as „national” (from this viewpoint, nationalism is a positive political 
phenomenon, differently from the nationalist extremism which refers to xenophobic, racial objectives, 
etc.). 
3. Ethnicity is defined as a sub-category of the nation, as a precursor of the nation or as a competitor or 
an alternative to it.  
4. Ethnic minority as a) a sub-category of the nation, b) precursor of the nation, c) competitor. The 
relationship (national) majority – ethnic minority is relevant for societal security from the viewpoint of 
identity and of the latent or manifest conflict between the majority and the minority.  
5. National identity – ethnic or civic (according to the values of French Revolution). 
 

5. Essence of the security sector  
 
Initially, the concept was exclusively attributed to armed forced and afterwards the notion of security 
sector was extended to other fields which have an influence on state security. The extension of the 
concept to other fields is related to the change in the perception of the notion of security.  
 
There is no consensual idea about what the security sector contains. The minimalist approach includes 
here solely the basic security forces, such as military, paramilitary and police forces, alongside with 
other militarized institutions. On the other hand, the permissive approach includes a large range of 
institutions, many of which are not directly linked with the military sphere. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

6. Actors of the Security Sector  

 

 Actors and systemic orientation  

Approach Sector Orientation towards the State  Orientation towards people 
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Militarized 
structures 

• Armed forces; 
• Police; 
• Gendarmes; 
• Paramilitary forces; 
• Presidential guards; 
• Intelligence services; 
• Coast guard; 
• Border police; 
• Customs; 
• Border guard; 
• The reserve. 

• Local security units (popular 
guards) 
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Structures in the 
field of justice  
 

• Institutions in the field of 
justice; 
•Penitentiary institutions; 
•Prosecution bodies (if they 
are demilitarized) 
• Courts; 
• Judicial executors. 

• Human rights committees; 
• Parliamentary advocates; 
• Public organizations.  

Illegal structures 
 • Liberation armies; 

• Guerrilla units;  
• Private security companies. 
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