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A sustainable post-conflict development may be accomplished in the process of 
building a new society, the most important prerequisite of which is a total 
change of life values and ideas. Still, such a transformation is unconceivable 
without a sociological project for changing the humans’ conscience. We thus 
face the problem of defining ideological guidelines and priorities compliant with 
the peculiarities of a new post-conflict stage of relationships between Moldova 
and Transnistria.  
 
In the opinion of the majority of the population from the right bank of the river 
(78,1%), the two decades’ lack of settled relationships between Moldova and 
Transnistria was “harmful for both sides”, which is also the opinion shared by 
more than a half (56,1%)of the Transnistrian population interviewed. It is also 
worth our attention the fact that 21,5% of the Transnistrian population consider 
that the existing situation was “benefic for Transnistria, but damaged Moldova”, 
while only 8,2% of the population from Moldova share the same opinion.  
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The crucial factor determining the peculiarities of the social development 
pattern is the assessment of the country’s economic development realia 
and perspectives.  The respondents from both sides of the Dniester River were 
practically unanimous in assessing the factors of the population’s economic 
situation. Both in the case of Moldovan and Transnistrian respondents there was 
a dominating negative perception of the economic situation. The overwhelming 
majority (almost 90%) characterize the economic situation in the country as 
“difficult” and “unbearable”.    
 
Both   Moldova and Transnistria face a significant decrease of the population’s 
solvability in general, together with a decrease of the number of population with 
a medium level of income.  The total rate of “well-to-do” and “rich” people is 5, 
0% in Transnistria and 13,9%  in the Republic of Moldova. The specific gravity of 
respondents with a medium level of income represents 21, 3% in Transnistria 
and 31, 2% in Moldova accordingly.  
 
On account of the decreasing „medium income” layer of the population, there 
increased the rate of „low income” population. These are the respondents whose 
income is only enough for purchasing food products and some non-expensive 
necessary things. The specific gravity of this category of population represents 
56, 1% in Transnistria and 43, 1% in Moldova. The number of those who are 
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“poverty-stricken”, i.e. their income is hardly enough for buying even the first-
need things, represents 17,3% in Transnistria and 11,3% in Moldova.  
 
There is a significant difference in the behavioral strategies among the 
respondents from the two regions in the conditions of the economic crisis. The 
basic behavioral pattern for the citizens from the Republic of Moldova is seeking 
for extra-jobs - 24,8%, while 19,3% of Transnistrians plan to look for a better 
living abroad in this situation. This is also seen in the more probable tendency 
to leave the country, representing 17,8%,  in Transnistria and 9,9% in Moldova. 
There is also a significant difference in the political involvement of the citizens. 
Thus 16,5% of Moldovans are open for participating in any protest actions, 
compared to only 5,7% of such in Transnistria.  
 
The difficult economic situation on both sides of the Dniester River and in the 
world economy in general has a significant impact on the expectances of the 
population. Only one quarter of the population uttered their belief in a better 
future, still the Moldovans are more optimistic about their future than the 
Transnistrians (33, 2% versus 23, 2%). 
 
Respondents from both regions express a mainly pessimistic view on the 
perspectives for improving their living in general. 36,5% of the respondents 
expect an improvement of the current situation not earlier than in  5-10 years, 
while each fifth respondent (21,5 %) does not expect any improvements in the 
nearest future. Only 2,9% of the respondents hope  for better changes to take 
place next year.  
 
The respondents’’ opinions from both regions on the perspectives for economic 
cooperation do to some extent reflect their views on the probability for settling 
the Moldo -Transnistrian conflict. 35,4% of the respondents admit the 
possibility of certain aspects of economic cooperation, while one half of the 
respondents is split equally into two groups – those categorically convinced in 
the possibility of cooperation and those who deny such an opportunity. It’s 
worth mentioning that the rate of Moldovans is significantly prevalent over 
Transnistrians in both cases.   
 
Despite of the controversial interpretation of cooperation opportunity, the 
general assessment of this phenomenon looks rather optimistic.  Both categories 
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of respondents unanimously uttered their approval for this phenomenon. 81% of 
the respondents approve the cooperation perspectives between both banks of 
the Dniester river, and 78% of them have also a positive view on the economic 
cooperation between Moldova, Transnistria and the Ukrainian Black Sea 
regions. Only 8,7% of the respondents had a negative opinion in the first case 
and 9,4%  in the second case.  
 
The respondents showed an optimistic view on the influence of economic 
cooperation on the perspectives for settling the Moldo-Transnistrian conflict. 
63,1% of the respondents showed their belief in a positive influence of the 
economic cooperation between Moldova and Transnistria in the process of 
settling the conflict in this region. 50,5% of the respondents consider the 
existence of economic cooperation between Moldova and Transnistria to be one 
of the factors to accelerate the negotiation process.  
 
In the same way, the majority of the respondents hope for an improvement of 
their standards of living, which is in their opinion directly linked with the 
existence of economic cooperation between the two areas. In the same way, the 
majority of respondents hope for an improvement in their standard of living, 
considering it to be directly connected to the existence of economic cooperation 
between the two areas. Thus 55,5% showed their firm belief that the cooperation 
between Moldova and Transnistria will be a positive factor in this respect.  
 
As for the principles on which the economic cooperation should be based, the 
respondents give preference to common international norms (34,7% and 33,5% 
accordingly). The share of those nostalgic about the soviet principles of 
economic relationships represents 21,7% in the case of Moldova – Transnistria 
links and  23,1% in the case of relationships between Moldova Transnistria and 
the Ukrainian Black Sea region. The rest of the respondents, i.e. one fifth of the 
questioned consider that the cooperation should be built based on the European 
integration trends.   
 
As for the role of the Ukraine in guaranteeing the economic cooperation , one 
half of the population from both banks of the river Dniester are inclined to 
positively assess the role of the region’s geographical neighbor. This is the 
opinion shared by 42,9%  of Transnistrian respondents and 55,4% of the 
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Moldovan respondents.  Still, part of the respondents consider the role of the 
Ukraine in this process to be a negative one - 21,3% and 14,4 % accordingly.  
 
From the viewpoint of the governmental model, both Moldova and Transnistria 
are balancing between two attraction poles, i.e. Russia and Western countries. 
The difference is that Moldova is more expressly oriented towards the West, 
while Transnistria is Russia – oriented.  Thus, for instance, almost one half of the 
Moldovan population give preference to the Western model of economics, 
culture and politics, while one third of them consider the Eastern vector of 
economic, cultural and political development to be more benefic for the 
country. The situation on the left bank is completely inverse – the best majority 
of the population express their belief that the Russian economic, political and 
especially cultural vector (73,2%) is more preferable than the Western one.   
 
72,3% of the Transnistrian population and 71,1% of Moldovan population share 
the opinion that the most correct model for the country’s development is 
“consolidation of the democratic institutions, extension of the freedom of mass-
media; freedom of enterprise and the equality of everybody in  front of the law.” 
At the same time, 24,1% of the population both in Moldova and Transnistria  
consider “state consolidation, introduction of censorship and providing a 
harsher legislation” as a must.  
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The respondents from Transnistria are less open to liberal ideas and the 
absolute majority of them (63,4%) express their support for a moderate 
combination between freedom of enterprise and regulation by state. The 
extremist views both left and right are more prominent in case of the population 
from the Republic of Moldova (26,9% in each case), but the moderate and 
balanced position is however shared by the majority of the population - 42,6%.  
 
As for the preferable models of state development, the respondents from both 
banks of the river give preference to the Russian variant (69,2% in Transnistria 
and 43,5% in Moldova. The European Union development model is attractive for  
35,6% of Moldova population and for 18,3% of the population from Transnistria.  
 
Another important aspect elucidated in the framework of this survey is that the 
geopolitical situation of the region under discussion, which is presently defining 
the policy of balancing between the East and the West, is totally reflected in the 
answers of the respondents.  
 
On the background of a general and multilateral support for the EU integration 
idea, the Russia-oriented trend does not lose its weight. The results of the survey 
showed that a significant part (31,8%) of the population from the right bank  
consider the relationships with Russia to be more benefic for the future of 
Moldova. At the same time, 25,5% of the respondents from Transnistria consider 
the European Union to be  the best choice for a prospective partnership. As for 
the population of the Republic of Moldova, the total percentage of respondents 
who express their option for a partnership with the EU is bigger than the 
percentage of those oriented towards a partnership with the Russian Federation.  
In Transnistria the situation is totally different: 58,5% of the respondents 
expressed their option for a partnership with the Russian Federation and only 
16,7% supported the EU trend. The third important partner country is 
considered to be Germany both by Moldovan and Transnistrian respondents - 
14,3% and 11,6% accordingly. Practically each tenth respondent from both 
regions believe in a prospective partnership with the Great Britain. The less 
important partners in the view of the respondents from the right bank are the 
Ukraine (5,3%)  and Poland (3%). The same is valid for the respondents from the 
left bank – only 2% and, accordingly, 1,4% of them se any development 
perspectives in the relationships with these countries.  
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The respondents from Moldova who expressed their support for an integration 
with Russia are, as a rule, nostalgic about the former Soviet Union. The general 
background of the Russia integration supporters is the following: medium and 
elderly age persons (57,1%), retired (59,2%) and Russian language speakers. The 
general picture of those supporting the relationships with the EU is as follows: 
young age(47,9%), general school or lyceum educational background (47,6%), 
unemployed/housewives (45%), students (42,4%), Moldovans by nationality  
(43,6%).  
 
Besides a more clearly expressed orientation towards Russia, there is also a 
negative attitude towards Germany in Transnistria, which is mainly seen among 
elderly respondents – that is probably defined by historical  factors. The 
demographic characteristics of the EU integration supporters  are practically the 
same for both regions: young population (26,4%), elderly population (36,8%), 
males (27,9%), general school/lyceum/higher education graduates and students 
(33,3%), Moldovans by ethnicity (30,4%).     
 
The sociological survey results presented show a differentiation of views on the 
economical and political perspectives for state development on both banks of 
the Dniester River. At the same time, there are some obvious tendencies in the 
respondents’ preferences. Thus the Moldovan society is equally oriented towards 
cooperation with Russia and the EU, showing an equally good attitude for both. 
The majority of the Transnistria population traditionally support the Russian 
vector, see advantages in a perspective cooperation with Russia, being at the 
same time quite negative about the USA. The polarization of opinions on this 
question is clearly expressed and does reflect exactly the multivectorial foreign 
policy of the country.   
 
Almost half of the Moldovan population is oriented towards the Western model 
for the economical, cultural and political development, while one third of the 
population give preference to the East-oriented model. The majority of the 
population from the left bank gives preference to the Russia-oriented vector in 
economy, politics and especially in the area of cultural development.  
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Translation of the text in the diagrams. 
 
Diagram 1 
Is the lack of the settling of the conflict benefic or harmful for the two 

parties?  
 
Benefic for both parties 
 
Harmful for both parties 
 
Benefic for Moldova but harmful for Transnistria 
 
Benefic for Transnistria but harmful for Moldova 
 
Do not know / did not answer 
 
Diagram 2 
 
The most acceptable model for the country’s development 
 
Consolidation of democratic institutions, extension of freedom for mass-

media, freedom of enterprise, equality of everybody in front of the law. 
 
State consolidation, introducing censorship, harshening the legislation 
 
Do not know / did not answer 
 
 


