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EDUCATION IN THE TRANSDNIESTRAIN REGION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
MOLDOVA 

 
„The transdniestrian educational system operates  
in the educational area of the Russian Federation  

as a lawful successor of the former unitary federal state” 
 

E. V. Bomeshko, 
Presidential counsellor for education, science and culture, 

Former Minister of Education from the „ TRM” 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION  
 
The election of the new Parliament of the Republic of Moldova on the 29th of July 2009, the 

formation of the parliamentary majority of the Alliance for European Integration and institution 
of the new Government, which set as major objective the European Integration of the Republic 
of Moldova are the new political realities that reiterate the issue of transdniestrian conflict 
settlement and establishment of normal multifarious cooperation between those two sides. 

Doubtless, the education is one of the most important social domains.  Obviously, the 
territorial, socio-political and economic reintegration of the Republic of Moldova is deeply 
related to the mutual knowledge, proximity, harmonisation and integration of the educational 
systems, which have been developing separately and in isolation for 20 years.  

The aim of the present research is to briefly present the current state of the educational 
system that functions in the eastern districts of the Republic of Moldova (Transdniestria), the 
development trends and identification of certain proximity perspectives to the educational system 
of the Republic of Moldova. 
 
2. POLICIES AND STRATEGIES IN THE TRANSDNIESTRIAN EDUCATION  
 

2.1. Legal framework. 
 
The Supreme body of the legislative, i.e. the Supreme Soviet of the TRM, is the authority 

responsible for the creation of the state policy, setting up of the education development strategy 
and establishment of the domain priorities, as well as the approval of state and international 
programs for education development (art. 28, p.1). 

The State policy in the domain of public education, science, culture, sports, tourism and 
youth is elaborated by the Ministry of Education of the TRM (Minister – Pashchenko Maria 
Rafailovna). The Ministry holds the competence to issue the concept of state policy in the field 
of education, state certification, licensing and accreditation of educational institutions, regardless 
of the form of property or departmental membership.  

The basic theses and development transdniestrian education trends are enumerated in the 
Doctrine of education development in the TRM issued by the Ministry. 

The Law of the TRM on Education adopted in 1994, was abrogated in 2002 and replaced by a 
new amended version of the law. The latter basically copies the content and structure of the Law 
on Education of the Russian Federation (1992). The transdniestrian law is composed of 6 
chapters and comprises 58 articles, similarly as the law of the Russian Federation.  

We shall compare the two laws, by presenting the titles of the chapters (Table 1): 
 
 



 
Table 1 

 
 

Comparative Structure of the Content  
 Law on Education 

TMN versus Russian Federation 
 

Law of the TRM on Education (July 30, 2009 
version) 

Law of the Russian Federation on Education 
(April 24, 2008 version) 

Chapter1. General Dispositions  (Articles 2-8) Chapter I. General Dispositions  (Articles 1-7) 
Chapter 2. Functioning of the educational 
system (Articles 9-27) 

Chapter II. Educational system (Articles 8-27) 

Chapter 3. Management of the  educational 
system (Articles 28-37) 

Chapter III. Management of the  educational 
system (Articles 28-38) 

Chapter 4. Economics of the educational 
system (Articles 38-48) 

Chapter IV. Economics of the educational 
system (Articles 39-49) 

Chapter 5. Social guarantees to exert the right 
of the citizens to education (Articles 49-55) 

Chapter V. Social guarantees to exert the right 
of the citizens to education (Articles 50-56) 

Chapter 6. International activity in the domain 
of education (Articles 56-58) 

Chapter VI. International activity in the 
domain of education (Articles 57-58) 

 
The Transdniestrian region consistently accomplishes and promotes the education policy 

oriented to the educational area of the Russian Federation.  
The educational policy of Transdniestria focuses on principles peculiar for the Russian state 

policy. Their formulation was practically intactly borrowed from the federal law of the Russian 
Federation.  For example, one of the principles stipulated in the transdniestrian law is „education 
of the civil spirit, hard work, observance of the human rights and freedoms, respect for 
motherland, environment, family, and individual accountability for personal welfare” (art. 5, p. 
3g). Similar principles are to be found in the law of the Russian Federation (art. 2, p. 1): 
„education of the civil spirit, hard work, observance of the human rights and freedoms, respect 
for environment, motherland, and family”. 

One of the fundamental principles of the TRM state policy fixed in the Law on Education is 
„participation in the creation of the common informational-educational area with Russia and 
other countries of the CIS” (art. 5, p. 3 o). According to the definition specified in article 1, p. 11 
of the same law, the common educational area is the „ common state policy in the area of 
education; coordination of the state educational standards, programs, profession and 
specialization nomenclature, levels of education, studies duration, standards and requirements to 
train and certify the staff ...”.  

Thus, the participation in the creation of the common educational space means, in fact, the 
integration of the transdniestrian educational system into the Russian educational area. 

Currently, the transdniestrian educational system encounters several difficulties. One of them 
is the unsatisfactory quality of the educational process and training of the graduates. The reform 
of education is a subject frequently tackled by different conferences and meetings. The Doctrine 
of Transdniestrian education development and the Concept regarding education upgrading are 
the doctrinal basis of the forthcoming reform.  Both documents were conceived by Professor 
Olga V. Gukalenko, the director of the Transdniestrian Scientific-Educational Centre of the 
Southern branch of the Russian Education Academy and the president of the Committee for 
Education of the Transdniestrian Supreme Soviet. The TRM government approved the concept 
as a strategy of the reform, as well as the Program for education reforming, foreseen for a period 
of 5 years. These documents were proofread and approved by the de Russian Ministry of 
Education.  



 
2.2. State educational standards. 
 
The Ministry of Education of the TRM has the authority to issue and approve the state 

educational standards, the content and finalities of education. 
The requirements towards the state educational standards in the TRM are established in art. 8 

from the transdniestrian Law on Education. The identical requirements are stipulated in the law 
of the Russian Federation (art. 7), fact that proves once more the orientation towards the Russian 
educational area. This reality was definite by E. V. Bomeshko, presidential counsellor for 
education, science and culture, former Ministry of Public Education, who wrote that „the state 
educational standard of Transdniestria correspond to the Russian ones, taking into account the 
regional peculiarities and teaching language”. As certain experts would claim, as a consequence, 
the professional competences of transdniestrian graduates do not correspond to the requirements 
of transdniestrian employers. 

The transdniestrian law on education foresees (art. 1, p.4) that the state educational standards 
(minimum compulsory content of the basic curricula, maximum volume of hours necessary for 
studies, requested competences of graduates at a certain level of studies, etc.) are compulsory for 
all the educational institutions of Transdniestria, except those holding the certificate of state 
accreditation „issued in a foreign state”. Obviously, this provision allows the existence on the 
territory of Transdniestria of Russian or Ukrainian educational structures (branches, distensions 
etc.) which apply their own education standards. 
 
 
3. TRANSDNIESTRIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM  
 

3.1. Statistical data. 
 
According to the Ministry of Education of the TRM, the network of pre-university state 

educational institutions from the transdniestrian zone includes:  
 
- 192 general pre-university education institutions with a total number of 92 532 pupils, 

including 182 state schools (95%), with 88 071 pupils (95%). 
- 2 state higher education institutions. 
 
Approximately 7000 teachers are employed in the general pre-university education, 

including 380 teachers (5.4%) in private schools.  
 
In the region there are as well: 
- 176 pre-school educational institutions, including: 156 budgetary (88.6%) and 20 

departmental institutions, with a total number of 21 359 children, including 19 921 
children (93.2%) in state institutions and 1438 children in departmental ones. 

 
3.2. Educational levels. 
 
In line with the Law on Education (July 30, 2009 version) (art. 9), the following educational 

levels are established in Transdniestria: 
- General primary education (grades  I – IV) 
- General basic education (grades V – IX) 
- General secondary education (complete) (grades X – XI) 
- Primary vocational education 
- Secondary vocational education 



- Higher vocational education 
- Post-graduate vocational education 
There should be stressed upon the fact that similar educational levels having analogous 

denominations originating from the soviet educational system are peculiar for the Russian 
educational system.  

 
3.3. General pre-university education. 
 
The general secondary education institutions from Transdniestria comprise secondary 

schools, divided into three categories: primary (grades I-IV), secondary inferior (grades V-IX) 
and secondary superior (grades X-XI). The number of secondary schools of new type – lyceums 
and gymnasiums (totally different from the Moldovan gymnasiums) – is rather low (less than 9% 
out of the total number).  

The secondary inferior education is performed in the so-called basic schools that comprise 2 
levels: primary (grades I-IV) and secondary inferior (grades V-IX). In all these institutions, the 
pupils follow the basic education (grades I-IX), which is compulsory in Transdniestria.  

Ultimately, there are primary schools (grades I-IV). When the pupils graduate from these 
schools, they have to continue their studies in a basic school, be it in a secondary school or 
lyceum/gymnasium. 

According to the official statistical data, the network of state general pre-university education 
institutions from Transdniestria includes: 

- 119 secondary (complete) education institutions, out of which, 109 secondary schools 
(91.5%), 6 gymnasiums and 4 theoretical lyceums. 

- 39 basic schools 
- 8 primary schools 
- 2 school complexes 
- 3 evening schools 
- 6 special education schools for children with deficiencies  
- 5 boarding secondary schools. 
Besides these institutions, there are 5 lyceums, 2 gymnasiums and one boarding-school 

functioning under the Republic of Moldova’s jurisdiction.  
 

3.4. Primary and secondary vocational education. 
 
The vocational education in the transdniestrian region is deployed in educational institutions 

of different types, depending on the level of vocational training. Thus, the primary vocational 
training is performed by lyceums and vocational schools.  

The secondary vocational training is performed in those institutions that go back to the soviet 
period – technical schools and sovkhoz technical schools – having post-secondary training 
curricula that are intermediary between the higher secondary education and higher education. 
Similarly, a series of colleges and vocational schools offer the same training level.  

The network of vocational education institutions includes: 
- 9 primary vocational education institutions (8 lyceums and 1 vocational school) 
- 16 secondary vocational education institutions (7 technical schools, 2 sovkhoz technical 

schools, 5 colleges and 2 vocational schools). 
The primary vocational education institutions train workers and clerks for 35 professions 

from the following domains: construction – 39%, industry – 25%, agriculture – 21%, trade and 
public alimentation – 10%, services – 5%.  

The secondary vocational education institutions offer 51 specialities in the domains: industry 
- 20%, health protection – 17%, economy and law – 16%, agriculture – 21%, energy - 6%, 
construction – 2%, education – 9%, services – 3%, trade and public alimentation – 4%, culture 
and art – 2%.  



More than 1500 teachers and foremen are involved into the vocational education system.  
 
3.5. Higher and post-graduate vocational education. 
 
According to the Law on higher and postgraduate vocational education (adopted by the 

Supreme Soviet of the TRM on the 4the of March 2009), higher vocational education from 
Transdniestria is organized on two levels (art. 7, p. 2): 

- Level I – training of  undergraduates, duration of studies - minimum 4 years;                                                                                                             
- Level II – training of specialists, duration of studies - minimum 5 years and training of 

masters, duration of studies – minimum 6 years.  
A qualification of baccalaureate (degree) is awarded when finishing the I level in the field 

selected, while the qualification(degree) of licentiate or master in the field selected is awarded 
when finishing the II level.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
The post-graduate vocational education is also organized on two levels (art. 7, p. 3): 
- Level I – training of PhDs (Postgraduate training), duration - 3-4 years; 
- Level II - training of doctors of sciences (Postdoctoral studies), duration – maximum 3 

years.  
The post-graduate education is open for those that graduated the second level of the higher 

vocational education (holding a diploma of specialist or master).  
The postgraduate training finishes with a PhD thesis and award of the scientific title of PhD, 

while the postdoctoral studies end with a thesis and award of the scientific title of Doctor of 
Sciences. 

 
The higher and post-graduate vocational education from Russia has the same structure. Thus, 

according to Law on higher and postgraduate vocational education (adopted on the 19th of July 
1996 by the State Duma), the following steps of the higher vocational education are established 
in the Russian Federation (art. 6, p. 2): 

- Higher vocational education, study duration - minimum  4 years, ending with the degree 
of baccalaureate; 

- Higher vocational education, study duration - minimum  5 years, ending with the degree 
of licentiate; 

- Higher vocational education, study duration - minimum 6 years, ending with the degree 
of master. 

 
For comparison, we shall present the contrastive structure of the higher and post-graduate 

vocational education in the TRM and the Russian Federation (Table2) and  contrastive structure 
of the higher and post-graduate vocational education in the Republic of Moldova and the 
European Union (Bologna Process) (Table 3).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 2 
Comparative structure of the higher and post-graduate education in the TRM and the 

Russian Federation 
 

 TRM Russian Federation 
 
Higher vocational 
education 

Level I Baccalaureate, 4 years Step I Baccalaureate, 4 years 
Level II Specialist, 5 years Step II Specialist, 5 years 

Master, 6 years Step III Master, 6 years 
 
Post-graduate 
vocational 
education 

Level I Postgraduate 
training/PhD, 3-4 years 

 Postgraduate 
training/PhD, 3-4 years 

Level II Postdoctoral studies 
(Doctor of Sciences), 3 
years 

 Postdoctoral studies 
(Doctor of Sciences), 3 
years 

 
Table 3 

Comparative structure of the higher and post-graduate education in the Republic of 
Moldova and European Union 

(Bologna Process) 
                                                                                                                            

Higher Education 
Cycles  

R. Moldova European Union 

Cycle 1 Licence, 3-4 years Bachelor 
Cycle 2 Master, 1-2 years Master 
Cycle 3* - PhD 
 Doctorate (Doctor of 

Sciences/Philosophy), 3-4 years 
- 

 Post-Doctorate (Doctor Habilitatus), 
2 years 

 

* Cycle 3 –Doctorate studies – has not been adopted by Moldova yet  
 
From the contrastive analysis one can assume that the structure of the higher vocational 

education from Transdniestria is basically identical with the one established in the Russian 
Federation. Even the terminology used for degrees and scientific titles is the same. But on the 
other hand, it differs from the cycles-based structure set by the Bologna process and applied in 
the Republic of Moldova. 

The higher education from Transdniestria is performed by two state higher education 
institutions: 

- Transdniestrian State University „T. G. Şevcenco” (Russian - Приднестровский 
государственный университет им. Т. Г. Шевченко) 

- Transdniestrian Superior College of Music (Russian - Приднестровский высший 
музыкальный колледж). 

Similarly, there are five branches of private higher education institutions from the Russian 
Federation and one branch of one private higher education institution from Ukraine.  

The higher vocational education institutions train specialists in 48 specialities: education – 
58%, industry – 18%, economy and law – 10%, agriculture – 9%, health protection – 5%.  

One specific aspect of the Transdniestrian higher education is the fact that the higher 
education institutions can obtain authorization to carry out general education curricula and 
primary and secondary vocational education curricula, similarly as in the Russian Federation.  
 
 
 



4. THE CONTENT OF THE TRANSDNIESTRIAN EDUCATION 
 
4.1. Educational curricula. 
 
The content of the transdniestrian education per levels is determined by the general or 

vocational education curricula, which in their turn, are divided into two categories: basic 
curricula and extra curricula. The former shape the content of education within the framework of 
state educational standard, while the latter determine the content of education outside the limits 
set by the state standard.  

The general education basic curricula consist of the educational plan, study programs of 
courses and modules and other materials. The vocational education basic curricula include the 
educational plan, study programs of courses and modules and other materials, as well as the 
internship plan and the calendar graph of studies and methodological support.  

The extra curricula encompass study programs of courses and modules.  
The educational curricula of the Russian Federation Exact contain the same classification 

(the Russian Federation Law on Education, art. 9).  
The basic educational curricula and the package of educational programs-type for the general 

education institutions are issued based on the Russian ones. 
Thus, one can acknowledge that the structure and the educational programs of the 

Transdniestrian educational system are identical with those from the Russian Federation and in 
the same time, they largely differ from those applied in the European educational area, namely, 
in the Republic of Moldova.  

The majority of school subjects from Transdniestria use manuals or other didactic materials 
edited by the Russian Federation within the state program „Manual” (Russian – Учебник), 
which are further on translated into „Moldovan”. Hence, 69 titles of manuals were purchased in 
2000 from the State Publishing House „Просвещение” valuing $100 thousand.  

 
4.2. Assessment of the education quality. 
 
The state control of the quality of education in the transdniestrian region is carried out 

through licensing, certification and state accreditation of educational institutions. During these 
procedures, the pupils and the academic staff are certified as well. The normative framework of 
the state control of the quality of education is issued based on similar documents originating 
from the Russian Federation.  

It is well-known that in the recent years, the Russian Federation implemented the final 
assessment of the pupils from the terminal grades of the secondary schools by means of the so-
called Single State Examination. This form of evaluation is in the process of implementation in 
Transdniestria. In 2009 the Transdniestrian schools organized the graduation exams in line with 
the same rules and tests proposed to the Russian undergraduates.  

At the beginning of November 2009, the Minister of Education, Maria Pashchenko and the 
Rector of the Transdniestrian State University, Stepan Beril visited the Russian Federal Centre 
for education quality supervision. They discussed issues related to adoption of the Law on the 
single state examination in Transdniestria. Maria Pashchenko stated that the very form of 
assessment shall be introduced by law, as in the Russian Federation. 
 
5. TRANSDNIESTRIAN MULTILINGUISM AND EDUCATION PERFOMED IN THE 
MOTHER TONGUE   

 
The transdniestrian educational authorities confirm that the multilinguism and education 

performed in the mother tongue constitute the fundament of the state educational policy. But the 
reality proves that the right of children and parents to choose the language of education is being 
infringed (the fundamental right to education in the mother tongue of the Moldovan children). 



According to the transdniestrian legislation (Law on the Languages of the TRM and Law on 
Education, art. 7), the language of education in the state institutions is one of the official 
languages (Russian, „Moldovan”, Ukrainian). The law states that the freedom to choose the 
official language of study is guaranteed. But in reality, in the majority of schools (over 70% out 
of the total number) Russian is the language of study. In the Transdniestrian educational 
institutions (including the private schools) there exists a hierarchy of languages: 

- Russian - 135 educational institutions (70.3%) 
- „Moldovan” – 33 institutions (17.2%) 
- Russian and „Moldovan” –16 institutions (8.4%) 
- Ukrainian – 2 institutions (1%) 
- Romanian (Latin script) – 6 institutions (3.1%) (Subordinated to the Ministry of 

Education of the Republic of Moldova). 
Although the data of the last census (2004) show that Transdniestria is inhabited by 

approximately 177 thousand Moldovans (31,9%), 168 thousand Russians (30,4%) and 160 
thousand Ukrainians (28,8%), the curricula is elaborated in Russian in 82% of schools, in 
Moldovan/Romanian (Cyrillic script) - 13.5% , in Moldovan/Romanian (Latin script) - 3.8% and 
in Ukrainian - 0.7%.  

Therefore, although the rate of Moldovans represents 32% from the total number of 
population, the figures prove that Moldovan children can study in their mother tongues only in 
20% of schools (or in 13,5% - where the Cyrillic script is applied). So, on one hand, the right of 
citizens to study in the mother tongue is provided by the Constitution of the TRM, but on the 
other hand the Moldovan citizens are mostly deprived of this right.  

On the territory controlled by the Tiraspol regime, the right of Moldovans to education in 
Romanian (Latin script) is violated, along with the right to education in „Moldovan” with 
Cyrillic script. Accordingly, in 3 villages from the districts Kamenka and Rybnitsa with a 
majority of Moldovan population, the schools are entirely Russian. Other 9 predominantly 
Moldovan villages face the same situation.  In Tiraspol, there should be at least 5-6 schools 
where the education is performed in Moldovan, according to the number of the Moldovan 
population.  Nevertheless, out of 29 schools, there is only one Romanian school and one 
Moldovan school where the Cyrillic script is applied. 

In this sense, other ethnic groups are discriminated as well. For example, the region is 
inhabited by 28% Ukrainians, but Ukrainian is being taught only in 2 (1%) schools. Thus, both 
the Law on the languages from the TRM (1992) and the so-called Declaration on Sovereignty of 
the TRM (1990) are violated. The former claims to assure the fair development and preservation 
of the languages used on the territory and the latter describes the regime of impartial usage of the 
languages. The TRM Law on Education (1994) (art. 6) foresees the free choice of language of 
education as well.  
 
6. TRANSDNIESTRIAN EDUCATION WITHIN THE EDUCATIONAL AREA OF THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION   
 

The reports existing between the Transdniestrian and Russian educational systems could be 
characterized via the statement of Mrs. E. V. Bomeshko, former Ministry of Public Education of 
the TRM: „the transdniestrian educational system operates in the educational area of the Russian 
Federation as a lawful successor of the former unitary federal state”. 

 
6.1. Cooperation directions with Russia. 
 
The cooperation between the TRM and the RF in the field of education focuses on several 

fundamental directions: 
- Adaptation and introduction at all levels of Russian educational standards in the 

Transdniestrian institutions; 



- Establishment of a quota with special destination for the intake of young people from 
Transdniestria in prestigious higher education institutions from the RF; 

- Further training of managers and academic staff from the TRM in the RF in privileged 
conditions; 

- Opening of the Slavonic University at Tiraspol based on the existing higher education 
institutions. 

The cooperation between the Ministry of Education of the TRM and the Russian Ministry of 
Education is being developed under the Memorandum of cooperation signed at Moscow on the 
30th of May 2000. The Memorandum stipulates the issue and implementation of educational 
standards that have to correspond to the international standards; coordination of the normative 
basis and assurance of didactic and methodological basis of the educational process; purchasing 
of schools manuals and sets of teaching and methodological materials published in Russia.  
The problem of recognition and equivalence of certificates in the member state of the CIS as one 
of the major conditions for the creation of a common educational area is stipulated as well.  

In July 2009, a formal Agreement between the Ministry of Education of the TRM and the 
Russian Federal Centre for education quality supervision was signed at Moscow.  

The Minister Maria Pashchenko declared: „We operate in a similar educational area with the 
RF and that is why this agreement is so important for us. We officially summoned to equally 
treat the assessment of the education quality, since it has a direct connection with the recognition 
of the transdniestrian certificates/diplomas”.  

The education system of the TRM closely collaborates with the national cultural societies 
from Russia and Ukraine. Due to this, annually, 200 graduates of the transdniestrian schools 
choose to continue their studies in these countries.  

According to the data of the Ministry of Education of the TRM, 8.5% of the graduates (11th 
grade) are admitted to the Russian higher education institutions, 5% - in Ukraine and 9.6% - in 
Moldova.  

Both the general and vocational education institutions signed direct contracts of cooperation 
with the educational institutions from Russia.  

In Tiraspol there was opened the Russian school, which is supported by Moscow. The school 
trains the pupils of senior classes according to secondary schools curricula from the RF, applying 
long distance learning technologies. 96 graduates were granted Russian certificates since it 
opened, 5 years ago. 

This year, the federal agency for education from the RF granted the transdniestrian graduates 
110 places in the Russian higher education institutions.  

There is an intense cooperation between the vocational education institutions of the TRM and 
the Institute for development of the vocational education from the Russian Federation. 

In 2000, the Agrarian College „M. V. Frunze” from Transdniestria was accepted as member 
of the Association of Institutions of Secondary and Higher Education of the Russian Agro-
industrial Complex.  

The following institutions operate on a contract-based principle: the Transdniestrian Superior 
College of Music and the Gnesinyh Russian Music Academy in Moscow; the Commerce 
Technical School from Tiraspol and the Moscow State University of Commerce.  

The scientific researchers and the academic staff from Transdniestria participate in 
international congresses, conferences, symposia and seminars organized by the RF.  

 
6.2. Transdniestrian State University – incorporated in the Russian educational area. 
The Transdniestrian State University „T. G. Shevchenko” is a successor of the State 

Pedagogical Institute from Tiraspol, which split into two institutions in 1990. One of them took 
refuge in Chisinau, becoming the Transdniestrian State University with the seat in Chisinau, the 
other changed into the Corporative State University from Tiraspol. TSU„T. G. Shevchenko” is 
the higher education institution which basically encompasses the whole scientific potential of the 
TRM. Approximately 14 thousand people study at this university. 



In 1996, Professor S. I. Beril, former employee of the Institute for Applied Physics of the 
Academy of Sciences of the MSSR was elected rector of TSU „T. G. Shevchenko”. In 1991 S. I. 
Beril left from the IAP and became head of chair and later in 1993 dean of the Faculty of Physics 
and Mathematics at Corporative State University from Tiraspol.  

In 1991 the Russian Foundation for Education (Всероссийский фонд образования) declared 
itself as the founder of the TSU and in 1996 it confirmed the preservation of its founder mandate. 
The TSU was accepted as the first external member of the Association of Russian Higher 
Education Institutions.  

In May 1997, after signing the Memorandum on „Bases of normalization of the relationship 
between the Republic of Moldova and Transdniestria”, the issue related to the TSU integration 
into the educational area of Russia and CIS was settled. All the educational curricula of the 
university were fully adjusted to the State Standard of the higher education from the Russian 
Federation.  

In 1999, the TSU became member with full rights of the Eurasian Association of Universities 
under the warranty and with the assistance of the Moscow State University „M. V. Lomonosov”. 
Through the decision of the College of the Russian Ministry of Education, the diploma issued by 
the TSU is recognized as being equivalent with the diplomas awarded in Russia. Starting with 
1999, the graduates of the TSU „T. G. Shevchenko” are granted the university diploma and a 
certificate confirming its analogy with the diplomas issued by the Russian accredited higher 
education institutions. The support offered to the university from the Russian side helped it 
assure the lawfulness of the activity, although the TRM is not recognized.  

In the recent years, TSU signed some 75agreements of cooperation with higher education 
institutions from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Bulgaria, USA and other countries, but none with the 
Republic of Moldova. In 2009 an agreement was signed to complete joint educational programs 
with the Russian Agency for Education.  

In the framework of joint educational programs, almost 70 Transdniestrian students continue 
their studies in those 6 partner institutions from Russia. 

Every 5 years the Transdniestrian University is certified by the Federal Education and 
Science Supervision Service of the RF. The following certification will be performed on the 10th 
of March, 2010. As a result, the graduates of the TSU will be awarded a diploma supplemented 
by an Equivalence Certificate of the Russian Federation. 

The long-term contract of cooperation concluded between Transdniestrian State University 
and Moscow State University „M. V. Lomonosov” (MSU) foresees the creation of a branch of 
the latter at TSU.  

In the summer of 2005, the Ministry of Education and Science of the RF attested TSU „T. G. 
Shevchenko” granting it the status of classical university.  

In June 2009, the rector of TSU, S. I. Beril became Honorific Professor of Moscow State 
University „M.V. Lomonosov” and was awarded the insignia „For contribution to the 
development of the sociological education in Russia” (Russian – “За вклад в развитие 
социологического образования в Росии”.  The Rector of TSU, S. I. Beril is the director of the 
transdniestrian department of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences.  

All these expressively prove that TSU is profoundly incorporated in the Russian higher 
education system.  

During a press-conference, the rector of the TSU, S. Beril referred to the recognition and 
equivalence of the diplomas issued by Transdniestria (July, 13 2009) and stated: „our diploma is 
supplemented by a Russian certificate – a certificate of equivalence of the diplomas awarded by 
the higher education institutions certified and accredited by Russia, which train the staff in line 
with five-year programs. The procedure of document recognition in the RF is carried out rather 
fast. The issue of transdniestrian documents recognition by Moldova is an open question”.  

In October 2009, the Russian Federation Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
the Republic of Moldova, Valerii Kuzimin, replying on air to the question of one reader of the 
newspaper „Комсомольская правда», stated: „the higher education institution from 



Transdniestria operates according to all Russian curricula. And the diplomas it awards are 
recognized by the Russian Federation”. (www.kp.md/daily/press/detail/3498/). 

 
6.3. Bologna Process 
 
The higher education from Transdniestria basically being integrated in the Russian 

educational system, the attitude of the transdniestrian population towards the processes related to 
reintegration of the European higher education within the Bologna Process depends on the 
situation and position that the RF holds in this field. 

Certain Russian experts would claim that the participation of the RF in the Bologna Process 
remains inconsistent despite the membership acquired in 2003. The European Credit Transfer 
System (ECTS) was introduced as an experiment in several higher education institutions. In real 
terms, it means that the Russian higher education system is still incompatible with the European 
one. Russia has only implemented the two levels higher education system (baccalaureate and 
master), introduced through federal law in 2007.  

Although the transdniestrian educational system applies the Russian educational standards, 
Transdniestria practically does not take part in the international educational area processes. 
According to E. Bomeshko, former Minister of Education, „there are no plans regarding the 
adherence of Transdniestria to the Bologna Process that aims at creating the single European 
higher education space”.  
 
7. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA AND PERSPECTIVES 
FOR PROXIMITY  
 

The transdniestrian educational authorities state that a great attention is paid to the 
cooperation between the managers of educational institutions and foreign partners, including the 
“neighbouring” state the Republic of Moldova. But in reality, the transdniestrian relationship 
vector is mainly oriented towards Russia and in a lesser measure, to Ukraine. Officially, there is 
no permanent cooperation based on long-term agreements, educational policies, exchange of 
educational and methodological experience, exchange of students and academic staff between 
Chisinau and Tiraspol. The official relations between the two sides bear a irregular character, 
determined by the need to settle urgent issues, as for example, those related to the recognition of 
diplomas issued by the transdniestrian educational institutions or connected with the functioning 
of the Romanian schools in the transdniestrian region.  

In the Eastern districts of Moldova there are 8 educational institutions in which Romanian is 
the language of instruction (approximately 4 thousand children) and which are under the 
jurisdiction of the Moldovan Government: 

1. The Lyceum „Lucian Blaga” from Tiraspol (director - Ion Iovcev) 
2. The Lyceum „Alexandru cel Bun” from Bendery (Tighina) (director - Maria Roibu)  
3. The Theoretical Lyceum „Evrica” from Rybnitsa (director - Eugenia Halus 
4. The Lyceum „Mihai Eminescu” from Dubossary 
5. The Lyceum teoretic „Ştefan cel Mare” din Grigoriopol (transferred to village Dorotskaya, 

raionul Dubăsari) (director - Eleonora Cercavschi) 
6. The Gymnasium from village Roghi 
7. The Gymnasium from village Corjova (Dubossary) 
8. The Orphanage from Bendery (Tighina) 
The majority of schools lead their activity in the premises rented by the local public 

authorities or economic agents from the localities. 
According to the transdniestrian legislation (Law on Education, art. 35, p. 2), these 

educational institutions have to be registered as non-state educational organizations in line with 
the Law of the TRM on the state registration of legal entities and individual entrepreneurships. 
Once registered, the leading body of the non-state institutions should include a representative of 



the local educational managing agency. The registered educational institutions ought to assure 
the realization of the state educational standards and normatives, as well as the TRM legislation 
(Law on Education, art. 34, p.3). For the schools with Romanian as language of education this 
means the obligation to shift to „Moldovan” with Cyrillic script. But this requirement is not 
acceptable for these institutions.  

In addition, the non-state educational institutions have to be accredited, by the state, because 
only in this case they can benefit from the same tariffs as the state and municipal institutions 
when paying the utilities (Law on Education, art. 42, p. 6). This condition is imposed to the non-
state schools so that the state administration of the cities and villages and the local self-governing 
bodies offers them premises, terrains and material means necessary for the educational process 
(Law on Education, art. 44, p. 4). Besides this, the pupils have the right to benefit from the 
facilities and allowances established by the legislation in force for the pupils of state educational 
institutions unless the non-state schools are accredited by the TRM (Law on Education, art. 49, 
p. 17). 

It is obvious that these provisions of the legislation aim at establishing an absolute control 
over the Moldovan schools from Transdniestria, including those that apply the curricula of the 
Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova.  

In 1999, the Tiraspol regime ordered that all the schools belonging to other states (including 
Moldova, which is considered a „foreign” state) and act on the territory of the Transdniestrian 
region be registered by the TRM authorities; otherwise, they would not be recognized and would 
be deprived of their rights.  

The directors of the lyceums under the Moldova’s jurisdiction refused the registration of the 
institutions in order to obtain the licence on the territory of the TRM and their shift under the 
Transdniestrian subordination, since that would mean applying the Cyrillic script imposed by the 
administration from Tiraspol and depriving the lyceums of the assistance offered by the Ministry 
of Education of the Republic of Moldova. As a result, in the summer of 2004, the authorities 
from Tiraspol took the decision to close them. Tiraspol seized and evacuated the patrimony of 
school nr. 20 from Tiraspol with the help of the Security Service and militia and occupied the 
theoretical lyceum „Evrica” from Rybnitsa. The lyceum had to move to a kindergarten rented 
from the Metallurgic factory, abandoning the premises built by the Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Moldova. Thus, the Moldovans from the region, who constitute the ethnic majority, 
were deprived of the fundamental right to education in the mother tongue. 

These serious violations determined the lyceum „Evrica” from Rybnitsa, the lyceum 
„Alexandru cel Bun” from Bendery and the lyceum from Grigoriopol to make appeal to the 
ECHR in order to protect the right of the pupils and parents to choose the language of 
instruction. A group of pupils, teachers and parents from Transdniestria complained at ECHR 
about the prohibition to apply the Latin script. In June 2009, ECHR analyzed three cases against 
Moldova and Russia.  

The actions of the transdniestrian authorities were severely criticized by the OSCE High 
Commissioner for national minorities, the Council of Europe, the European Union, US Embassy 
to Chisinau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. The Secretary General of the CoE declared 
that the actions applied by the TRM authorities towards those 8 schools from the region „come 
in contradiction with the fundamental European standards in the domain of human rights and 
national minorities”. The firm declaration of the Secretary General was supported by the 
German, French, Polish, British, Irish and American Embassies.  

One should remark that the situation of these schools abased to such conditions because the 
then authorities of the Republic of Moldova had an absolutely unresponsive attitude towards the 
fate of the schools, leaving them with no support.  

The situation might change after July 29, 2009, when the new government represented by 
democratic parties is instituted. This hope is sustained by the declaration of the Minister of 
Education, Mr. Leonid Bujor, uttered during the meeting with directors of the schools under the 
jurisdiction of the Moldovan Government on the 23rd of October 2009: „for the Ministry, to 



support those 8 schools, lyceums and gymnasiums from the very localities is a priority domain 
from the financial, material, moral and political viewpoint”. 

Although 5 years have passed since the so-called „school crisis” the relations of cooperation 
in the field of education between the Transdniestrian and Moldovan authorities did not make any 
progress. The implicit tensions persist at the governmental and local level. The cooperation on 
long-term between the educational authorities of all levels and educational institutions from the 
two sides is frozen. There are only some sporadic contacts between their representatives and the 
academic staff, due to certain conferences or round tables organized by international actors or 
civil society.  

According to the transdniestrian authorities, the fact that the RM fundamentally modified the 
structure, content and period of studies, orienting towards the Romanian system is an 
impediment to any further cooperation or proximity. This made the innovations of the Moldovan 
educational system „inacceptable for Transdniestria, both pedagogically and socially”. 
According to E. Bomeshko, presidential counsellor from Tiraspol, ten years of development in 
„opposite directions” made possible the existence of core differences amid the two educational 
systems:  

- in terms of educational content and nomenclature of subjects from the basic educational 
curricula;  

- in terms of objectives and purposes of education; 
- in terms of study duration and structure of the educational process at all levels. 
Currently, the perspectives to bring closer the educational systems of Moldova and TRM, as 

well as their orientation towards a single system within a reintegrated state seem to be rather 
vague.  

Taking into account the fact that the transdniestrian education is de facto integrated into the 
RF educational system, a potential proximity might indirectly occur, via the Bologna Process, 
unless Russia joins the Process. Another way that doesn’t exclude, but completes the first is the 
promotion of the permanent professional cooperation between the academic staffs and the direct 
contacts of the students coming from the two banks of the river. 
 
8. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS  

 
The analysis carried out during the present study allow us to frame certain conclusions  and 

suggestions regarding the educational  system from Transdniestria and the opportunities for 
integration into the educational system of the  Republic of Moldova in the perspective of conflict 
settlement and reintegration of the state Republic of Moldova.  

 
1. The Transdniestrian educational system preserved in a large measure the structure and 

the peculiarities of the soviet educational system. 
2. The Transdniestrian and Moldovan educational systems are two totally different 

educational systems, based on different policies and strategies.  
3. The transdniestrian education is de facto integrated into the Russian educational 

system. The policies and strategies in the educational field are coordinated with the 
educational authorities of the Russian Federation. 

4. The Law on Education and the Law on the Higher and Postgraduate education adopted 
by Transdniestria are approximately identical with the respective laws adopted by the 
Russian Federation. 

5. The structure of the Transdniestrian educational system is identical with the Russian 
one (at all levels). 

6. The education from Transdniestria applies the educational standards of the RF at all 
educational levels. 

7. In the greatest part of the institutions from Transdniestria, the education is performed 
in Russian, which is one of the official languages. The education in the other two 



official languages – „Moldovan” and Ukrainian – is limited to a reduced number of 
schools. The principle of ethnic proportionality and the fundamental right to education 
in the mother tongue is infringed.  

8. The Romanian schools situated in the transdniestrian region and under the jurisdiction 
of the Republic of Moldova are forced by the transdniestrian authorities to register, 
fact meaning they will have to bypass under the jurisdiction of the Tiraspol regime.  

9. The Russian Foundation for Education is the founder of TSU „T. G. Shevchenko”. The 
educational curricula of the university are in line with the Russian State Standard of 
Higher Education. Every 5 years TSU is certified by the Federal Education and 
Science Supervision Service of the RF. The diploma issued by TSU is recognized as 
being equivalent with the diplomas awarded by Russia. 

10. There are no plans regarding the adherence of Transdniestria to the Bologna Process 
that aims at creating the single European higher education space.  

11. Currently, there are no long-term cooperation agreements or permanent collaboration 
between Chisinau and Tiraspol. 

12. Certain experts from Tiraspol consider that those ten years of development in 
„opposite directions” made possible the existence of core differences amid the two 
educational systems.  

13. At present, there a few chances that the two educational systems come closer to form a 
single system within a reintegrated state. 

14. The integration of the education from the Republic of Moldova and Transdniestria in 
one unique system will constitute an important factor in the process of Moldova’s 
reunification. 

15. A future proximity of the educational systems of Moldova and Transdniestria could be 
possible through the Bologna Process, unless the Russian Federation implements the 
very process. 

16. Another means to bring closer the educational systems is to promote the cooperation 
and the direct contacts between the academic staff, pupils and students from the two 
banks of the river Dniester. 
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