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Moldova has always been famous for its fertile lands and traditionally, the agricultural sector 
would constitute the fundament of its economy and the country’s welfare. The boons of the 
generous Moldovan land, including the foodstuffs, would usually be one of the major aspects 
of Moldova’s exports. The biggest Moldovan cities were founded and developed on trade 
roads and in the place of fair markets. That is the explanation why the agro-industrial system 
(farming sector, agro-processing producing, branches delivering equipment and industrial 
services to the farming sector) has a special role in the economy of the whole country.  

Not long ago, the farming sector was characterized by a high concentration and intensity of 
producing.1 The majority of line structures of the agro-industrial system of the republic (wine 
trade, fruits, tinned vegetables, sugar, vegetal oil, tobacco, etc) were oriented, first of all, 
towards the all-union market: the internal producing of foodstuffs exceeded twice the internal 
need of the republic. The amount of production was assured by the fundamental financial and 
technical support of the centre. 

The formation of Moldova as an independent state coincided with the beginning of economic 
system reformation. The steep ideas about the national resources and possibilities of the 
newly acquired status of the country, underestimation of the extremely highly degree of 
integration into the economy of the former USSR and dependence on it, created the illusion 
that the quick restructuring of the economy and the economic increase are feasible. 

In 1990, the Parliament (the Supreme Soviet of the MSSR) of the-then united Moldova, 
adopted the «concept of transition to the market economy» and one year later, it approved 
«the program of transition to the market economy in the MSSR». According to the program, 
«the really difficult road to transition to the market had to be made in a possibly very brief 
period, approximately in 1.5 – 2 years». In the general course of liberalization of the economic 
agents’ activities, the internal trade and foreign economic relationships, one could see the 

                                                
1 In the MSSR, the manufacturing of the food stuffs on a 100 ha basis of agricultural lands, exceeded 4 times the average 
level per Union. Moldova ranked the 6th place in the ’80 among the soviet republics for annual outcome of the agricultural 
products, yielding to Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, due to surface area. Transdniestria (10% 
farmlands) used to produce more than 40% of vegetables and 30% of fruits for market. 
 

 
 

Black Sea                           
Peacebuilding 

Network 
 

Moldova 



development of the legal documents/mechanisms regulating market relationships in the 
agrarian sector of Moldova: the program of social-cultural-economic development of the 
MSSR’s villages, the law on the «priority of the social development of the villages and agro-
industrial system in the national economy of the MSSR and finally, «the concept of agrarian 
reform and socio-economic development of the village». In essence, these very documents put 
the basis of the major directions in reforming the agrarian sector and socio-economic 
transformations of the villages from Moldova and Transdniestria. 

Further on, the changes of conditions and rules of the economic activity, overlapping the 
crisis phenomena in economy and social sphere and the internal political conflict, 
predetermined both the differences in character and the methods of economies 
transformations, including the agrarian sector and the serious «mistakes and costs» of 
reforms carried out on both sides of the Dniester river. 

In Moldova a massive package of laws on market was operationally adopted: «Law on 
property», Land Code, «Law on farm enterprise», «Law on land tax», «Law on public land 
tenure, land cadastre and land monitoring» etc.  

In 1992, there was initiated the reorganization of big communal households, was designed the 
leave of peasants from kolkhozes/sovkhozes, with their assignment of land and property. The 
first peasants’ households were registered. The state property (in 1989 this represented 86% 
core funds of the republic), as well as the cooperative-collective farm property, suddenly 
became ownerless and upon tacit agreement of the state, began being massively despoiled. 
The «suddenly» prolonged land reform2 led to a degradation of the farming sector. Despite 
serious budgetary inflows, the agrarian sector became chronically irrelevant: by the year 1996, 
the debts of many households exceeded the cost of their properties.  

The imitation of reforms would only prolong the misery of unprofitable households, creating 
insecurity not only to agro-industrial system (AIS), but also to the economy as a whole. 

Finally, the first signs of agrarian reform occurred in 1997 - 70 kolkhozes were reorganized, 
almost 70 thousand peasants were granted land property acts. Afterwards, in 1998, on the 
background of huge debts, of nearly disappearing productive basis and disrupted system of 
labour relations, without special publicity and almost without the involvement of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, there was launched the national program «Land», implemented with the 
support of donors and under their influence. 

Acquiring economic independence, the majority of farm enterprises, got involved into 
entrepreneurship, started changing their status and functioning forms. Very quickly, within 3-
4 years, the nucleus of agrarian business was formed.  

Statistically, the results of the land reform are really impressive: 

1991 - 1004 economic entities in the farming sector, including 534 kolkhozes, 400 sovkhozes 
and 70 inter-farm enterprises; 

                                                
2 Cancellation of the moratorium on land purchase/sale (1996), adoption of the law on the «normative price for land 
procedure of purchase/sale of land» and development of mechanisms of empowering the rights of land purchase/sale 
(1997). 



1996 - 17240, including both «old» forms – 236 sovkhozes, 395 kolkhozes, 34 inter-farm 
enterprises and new forms of enterprises – 160 joint-stock companies, 194 production 
cooperatives, 11 LTD, 146 associations of peasants households and 16064 peasants households3.  

2002 (End of land reform, liberalization of the agrarian sector economy and creation of land 
market) – more than 31.4 thousand economic entities in the farming sector.4 

Thus, the most important task of the first stage of the agrarian reform - the formation of the 
class of owners, capable to take decisions independently regarding the directions of their 
development was formally achieved. As a result, currently, in Moldova, almost 3/4 of land with 
agrarian destination is under private property, notably, peasant/farmer households occupying 
a lion’s share among economic entities in the rural areas.  

But, the «egalitarian» privatization became, first of all, the cause of the extremely split 
structure of the land property, the cause of its bipolar structure formation: approximately half 
of the lands are the property of large and medium enterprises (500-1000 ha of land), often 
belonging to a small number of owners; the rest are owned by small peasant households (1.5 
ha of land) and the greatest majority of them did not manage to become  commercial 
enterprises, specialized in turning out several (2-3) high-tech, competitive products. Secondly, 
the attempt to combine the interests of agrarians and processors did not work: it was 
supposed that the suppliers of agrarian primary products, (intended for kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes) would receive 50% shares of the processing enterprises. In the absence of a stable 
functioning system, everyone lost: manufacturing – procurement – warehousing/cold storage 
– processing – customer. But today, from one side, the insignificant means of industry 
processing enterprises (privatized and recreated) «are forcedly dedicated» to the renewal its 
own raw material basis. But on the other hand, the «new» agricultural producers permanently 
encounter problems related to the commercialization of the products and often are imposed 
to accept not always correct offers of intermediaries or processers. 

Despite the obvious changes in the property character and husbandry forms in Moldova’s 
agricultural sector, the matter of stability and efficiency of the new husbandry system is still 
open. Basically, all the issues are «old», balancing from 1991 Concept to 2008 Concept: sources 
of financial means needed to modernize the farming sector; rational use of land and 
preservation of its fertility; fight against blasts and diseases of crops; assurance of high 
vendibility (export orientation) and products competitiveness; technical renewal and 
implementation of high technologies; development of agricultural service; social development 
of villages, etc. 

A propos, reckoning on further support of the foreign partners in restoration (!) and intense 
development of the country’s agricultural food sector, they are reminded of common 
accountability, not always equally shared, for committed reforming errors. 

 

                                                
3 The Farming sector of the Republic of Moldova, statistical compilation, Chisinau, 1996 
4 Statistical year book of the Republic of Moldova, Chisinau, 2002 



Transdniestria survived the first five years of “autonomous swimming“, in attempt to 
confirm its “independence”. Due to the long discussions on the functions of the state and role 
of private property, the development strategy was almost “forgotten”. No wonder, why then 
there was an obviously differentiated approach to different economic sectors: focus on a 
limited group of enterprises5 oriented to export – distinctive «points» of growth and donors to 
the budget. 

Unfortunately, AIS did not find itself into the field of state priorities, which means that it lost 
its support. This resulted in the laundering of circulating assets, decrease of producing 
efficiency and increase of agricultural producers and processing enterprises’ products self-
cost. The openness of Transdniestria economy disclosed the noncompetitiveness of food 
industry. Due to this, the import of foodstuffs increased, very often, when customs remissions 
would occur. The participation of certain enterprises of the agricultural sector in assuring 
«deliveries of goods to the Northern Territories» did not essentially influence upon the 
situation. 

By the end of 1995, the economy of Transdniestria found itself on the brink of financial crisis. 
The farming sector, previously highly profitable (fertile lands, 48% of which – irrigated), 
plumped into an even more difficult situation than the rest of economy: loss of sale markets, 
breaking of traditional relationships with the right bank households, debts and lack of 
circulating assets and necessary equipment and as a consequence, the decrease of processed 
land surface, increase of the percent of marginal households, decrease of vendibility of the 
agrarian sector and decline of the production by three. 

The critical situation in economy forced the authorities of Transdniestria to change their 
relationship to economy, including the farming sector. 

Starting with 1997, the practice of government order was resumed. The procurements were 
performed based on preliminary financing and prices higher than the average market price.  

The AIS enterprises were granted financial support as well: credits from the Central Bank on 
the warranty of states on acquisition of POL, fertilizers and equipment, whose repayment is 
done in kind. The process of deduction and reorganization of the debts towards all levels 
budgets and pension fund was initiated.6 The legislative basis, including the land code, is 
being cautiously elaborated. 

It appears that the beginning of the program «Land» stimulated the reforms in 
Transdniestria: in the district Rybnitsa, the practice of reorganizing the kolkhozes into 
cooperative farming enterprises was launched. This was done though allocating (implicitly) 

                                                
5 Directors’ Board with the support of transdniestrian authorities, managed to rebuild the partnership with the enterprises 
from a series of regions from Russia, Ukraine and Belarus and conclude cooperation agreements with them. 
6 Decree of the SS of the TRM № 253 «on the deduction of the penalty fee to the debts towards the republican and local 
budgets and pension fund from AIS enterprises», 21.01.1999; Decree of the TRM Government № 174 «on debt 
restructuring of the AIS enterprises and households for the republican budget and electricity», 04.06.1999 



property and land share to kolkhozniks and collective farmers on pension, issuing a 
certificate. Thus, the collective property «transformed» into a collective-participatory one.7  

Within one year, the experience of Rybnitsa was spread towards other districts of 
Transdniestria.8 

In order to recreate the link producer – processor, a decision was taken to transmit a fractional 
share of the processing enterprises to the agricultural product manufacturers.9 

The measures having a restructuring character were followed by new laws: on the «state 
support of the peasant (farmer) households»,10 on the «payment for land». The Concept of 
agro-industrial system was adopted. 

In June 2002, after 2-years of discussions, one of the strategic laws was adopted – the Land 
Code. Its basic conception is that land represents the state property. It can be transmitted for 
use, tenure, succession and tenancy only to citizen of Transdniestria, permanently inhabiting 
the territory of the republic. The state reserve fund was instituted (15% of the total surface of 
agricultural lands and which distributes land to the persons wanting to hold a farm (peasant) 
enterprise.11 

The criteria of efficient use of agricultural land were legally set – the minimal allowed level of 
harvest and the accountability of the economic agents for irrational use of lots – penalties and 
retrieval of the land (partial or total), as a measure of last resort for inefficient use of land.12 
Nevertheless, in the conditions of depressive status of economy and agriculture, there was no 
mass development of the farm movement. There were cases when the farmers refused their 
land, would return it to the state, since “the current conditions impede the development of 
the farming enterprises”».  

The decision to carry out a referendum on the introduction of private property on land (April 
2003)13, constituted the logical prolongation of the mass privatization in the industrial 
domain. Because of low activity of the Transdniestria population, the referendum failed. 
However, the procedure to register the allotments was facilitated in order to accelerate the 
processes of privatization in industry. 

In 2004 there were adopted: the state program on reforming and development of AIS and the 
laws on the «peasant (farmer) households» and «state reserve fund ». In February 2005 the 
concept on the introduction of the private property on land was delivered for public 
discussions. The theses of the Concept were largely discussed by the media and experts. The 

                                                
7 President decree № 8 «on the transformation of the production relations of farming enterprises of Rybnitsa district, 
TMR», 08.01.1998 
8 President decree № 390 «on further reforming of farming and processing enterprises of the AIS of TRM», 26.10.1999 
9 President decree № 136 «on transformation of  
10 A system of privileges was legally established for the support of creation and development of new household forms. 
The action of this law ceased during the operation of the Law of TRM «on the fixed agricultural tax » (01.01.2004-
01.01.2011). 
11 Between 30 and 200 ha of agriculture land can be allotted to a farm household for use. 
12 Provision on the efficient (rational) use of agricultural lands, 14.12.2000 
13 The question of legal right of property on land, with the possible permission to purchase-sell the land in a medium term 
was raised during the referendum. 



different branches of the government did not manage to come to a consensus and the process 
of discussion did not further continue. The question regarding the introduction of the private 
property on land remained open. 

Still, Transdniestria made the fundamental choice – the land was transmitted to farmers for 
long-term tenure. Due to known reasons, the statistics of transformations is not as rich as the 
Moldovan: there were created 39 production-agricultural cooperatives, 441 peasant and 450 
farmer households. However, the reorganization of the agricultural enterprises in the 
conditions of property relations incertitude did not result in significant changes in the 
agricultural sector or its efficiency increase. «The established mechanisms of land use, tenure 
and disposition limit, in a certain degree, its efficient use and the lack of a warranty system 
reduces the investment attractiveness of the branch».14 Even today, more than 20 thousand ha 
of land are practically non-cultivated, which means that the issue of land and its efficient use 
is more up to date in Transdniestria than in Moldova. 

In the relationship between Moldova and Transdniestria the different approaches to the 
property on land materialized in the matter of «Dorotskaya». «The Moldovan enclave»15 is the 
single place in Transdniestria where the rights on property are executed in line with the 
Moldovan legislation, but without registration at the local authorities. For a long time, the 
villagers were the prisoners of the irreconcilable positions of Moldova and Transdniestria. In 
October 2004 there was a conflict between the power structures and only in April 2006 the 
parties managed to make arrangements. The Moldovan farmers were issued transdniestrian 
certificates regarding the registration of the right on land tenure, valid until December 1st, 
2009. It is evident that today, the matter of «Dorotskaya» reoccurred on the agenda of the 
authorities responsible for the transdniestrian issue settlement. 

Despite such different approaches to the fundamental issue of farming industry development, 
economy development as a whole and the matter of land property, the transformations in the 
agrarian sector of Moldova/Transdniestria encountered similar political and economic 
difficulties, largely predetermining incoherence and the torn character of reforms.  

From one hand, the process of rather painful adaptation to the realia and market 
requirements, basically changed the relationship in the farming industry on both banks of the 
Dniester River.  
 
The following are the most important positive changes: 
 Reformation of the land relationships: introduction of the private property on land in 

Moldova and endowment of peasants with land with the right of life-time and heritable 
use of land share; 

 Privatization of manufacturing means and endowment of the peasant with property in  
kind; 

 Creation and extension of the personal sector, based on the private property; 

                                                
14 Concept Draft on the introduction of the private property on land in TRM, Newspaper «Transdniestria», 
24.02.2005 
15 The villages Dorotskaya, Cosnitsa, Pohrebya, Pyrita, Cochiery, Vasilievka and Molovata Noua are under Moldova’s 
jurisdiction   



 Reorganization of the farming enterprises; 
 Creation of the market system of cooperation between economic agents of the agricultural 

sector and processing industry; 
 The marketing division of the branches, oriented towards export; 
 Founding of the first enterprises and associations of commercial agricultural service. 
 
On the other hand, this positive progress both in Moldova and Transdniestria was fixedly 
balanced by negative circumstances: 
 Macroeconomic: in Moldova, the amounts of agricultural producing represent 70%, while 

in Transdniestria – not more than 30% from the 1991 level. There occurred a drop of the 
agricultural sector producing GDP share in Moldova (in comparison with 2005, by 7.5 
percentage points) and a steady low in Transdniestria (less than 4%). There was a low or 
even a negative «contribution» of the branch to the cumulative increase of the GDP. The 
amount of producing of the gross value added per one engaged in the agricultural sector 
in Moldova/Transdniestria, is ten times lower than in the developed countries. According 
to FAO classification, from the point of view of food supply security, Moldova refers to the 
group of high risk countries; 

 Credit and financial: limited access to the credit resources and insufficient amount of 
preferential and long-term crediting. The mechanism of insurance against risks in the 
agrarian sector, including crops and perennial plantings insurance is at the stage of 
formation in Moldova and lacks in Transdniestria. The investment activities in the 
agrarian sector are still in a critical situation. The level of investments knows a fixed trend 
towards declining and the dynamics of capital expenditures in the agrarian sector is worse 
than in the overall economy; 

 Foreign economic: the quality of manufactured agrarian production does not always 
correspond to the international standards and as a consequence, their presence on the 
most significant and highly competitive agricultural markets is limited. The home made 
food stuffs «are washed» from the domestic market as well. Moreover, the agricultural 
products and the food stuffs made in Moldova/Transdniestria have almost disappeared 
from their markets.  
The mutual closure of the markets stimulates the development of the shadow schemes 
related to import-export operations. The basic groups of food stuffs «migrating» between 
the left and right banks: wine materials, tobacco, sunflower, meat and milk – from 
Moldova, imported meat and fish, cereals, flour and combined feed for animal breeding – 
from Transdniestria. 

 

 The increase of the costs of imported food stuffs. The statistical data fixed the anticipatory, 
in comparison with the physical amounts, increase of the food stuffs import indicators 
costs. Today, both Transdniestria and Moldova transformed into a net-importer of food 
stuffs; 

 Ecological: the agrarian use of the land resources is extremely high: more than 50% of the 
entire Moldova represents ploughed fields. In this case, we lose ground only to Ukraine 



and Bangladesh: the average indicator of the EU constitutes 25.6%, while for developed 
countries - 11.8%.  
There was attested a catastrophic drop of the soils fertility; the current intensity of erosion 
process constitutes one of the most critical in Europe. 
Both in Moldova and Transdniestria there is a weak diversity of cultural areas: 
frumentaceous and industrial crops cover more than 80% of the cultural areas, returning 
the whole agrarian sector of the entire Moldova to the structures peculiar to the beginning 
of the ’50 of the twentieth century; 

 Social: the more rapid decrease of the life level in the villages in comparison with the 
cities, the decrease of the birth rates and ageing of the rural population, steady decrease of 
the working force, unemployment, included concealed unemployment. In the agrarian 
sector of the Republic of Moldova and Transdniestria, the average salary represents a little 
more than half of the lowest average European salary. This resulted in mass labour 
migration.  
On the background of rather high educational level of the rural population, the 
professional level continuously decreases, fact that negatively influences the capacities of 
the rural population to adapt to changing requirements of the labour market. 
The village infrastructure is in a critical situation. The social crisis is permanently accruing 
in the villages.  

 
That is why the tasks inserted in strategies and programs are similar: village rebirth, creation 
(!) of stable, competitive, dynamic AIS oriented to export, which will assure the food stuffs 
security of the country. 
The general overview of the dynamic development of agrarian sector of Moldova and 
Transdniestria offers the total indicators of branch activities (see table 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Table 1  
Major indicators of farming sector activity in Moldova and Transdniestria  

  
Source: Statistical year book of the Republic of Moldova, Chisinau, 2009; Statistical year book of TRM, Tiraspol, 2009 

It is thought that the agrarian sector of the RM/Transdniestria passed through the most 
difficult period of recession. But, there is much to be done. Firstly, to assure the owners full 
guarantee of their property right on land, choice of form and type of household. Secondly, there 
is a need to increase the action of the economic mechanisms, by stimulating the reinforcement 
of the agricultural lands and their transfer to more efficient agrarian producers. Thirdly, to 
secure the flow of financial resources to the farming industry and to assure the investors full 
guaranty of normal work. Fourthly, it is necessary to develop the agrarian infrastructure. 
 
It is obvious that today the problem of property existing not only in the agrarian sector 
is a delicate issue in the relationships between Moldova and Transdniestria. 
 
The incertitude of the property relationships on land and lack of international and national 
title guaranties on land use, both for the representatives of big regions and for small/medium 
agricultural business is the most serious impediment in the development of the agricultural 
sector in Transdniestria. 

However, currently it is necessary to take into account the «hazard» of precipitant practical 
introduction of the private property on land in Transdniestria.  

The constitutional (legal) recognition and guaranty of all property forms equality is, without 
doubt, necessary, but from the social point of view, an insufficient condition of their efficient 
and fair realization. Taking into account the fact that the lands with agricultural destination 
represent more than 75% of the transdniestrian territory, it is necessary to tackle this issue 
cautiously. 
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 Rhythms of farming sector products increase 

(1991=100%) -27.5 -58.4 -44.3 -78.9 -35.5 -88.7 -35.3 -77.2

Number of households (end of the year, units) 1037 107 873 150 1524 400 1719 431 
Share of marginal households, % 28.1 1.9 55.9 50.0 48.5 29.0 37.8 35.5

Cost Added to the settlement per one engaged, US dollars
 

648 0.01 427 54 913 1207 1784 3530

in % in average per economy 73.3 1.3 57.4 5.8 48.0 43.5 49.1 61.5

Average annual number of engaged, thousands 710 53 766 38 537 16 389 11 
Share in the average number of engaged population, % 42.8 21.7 50.6 18.8 40.7 9.4 31.1 6.6 

Average salary US dollars 20.2 12.0 16.2 11.0 42.4 61.7 60.3 51.3

in %  in average per economy 65.6 46.2 61.7 34.4 56.4 52.1 53.2 51.3

2008

 

1995 2000 2005



Thus, in the draft of Concept on the introduction of the private property on land (2005) it was 
conceived to «recognize and legalize all the soviet documents issued before 1990 regarding the 
inventory, assessment and registration of lands» as a first stage.16 

Therefore, before the reform was accepted, prior to adaptation of the legal decision and 
constitutional amendments, one could say that it was «doomed» to failure and could only 
intensify the social pressure, both on the left and right banks. The reason was known – there 
was no real information on land: where, how and who uses it? Similarly, there are no data on 
the current quality of land. There the conclusions – all the taken measures, regardless of the 
quality of principles and mechanisms that are to be applied, «are doomed» to collapse, since 
they will be based on a distorted (minimum 20 years old!) evaluation of the cadastral cost of 
land.  

The experience of the RM and not only, proves that the introduction and efficient realization 
of the private property right on land and recognition of the land as a commodity must be 
strengthened by creating unique procedures, including a unique cadastral system and 
mechanisms of protection against the transfer of agricultural lands into other categories of 
their use, etc.  

Since in the conditions of market relations the quality record-keeping of agrarian lands 
acquires a special significance, it is necessary to start by assessing the soil. Moreover, 
according to the specialists, the assessment represents an important indicator of the overall 
household culture in the system of land use and land tenure, in re of rational use of land fund, 
of economic incentives intensification and accountability for rehabilitating this essential 
national wealth. 

Besides, to begin this, in absence of a modern, equipped with databases legal cadastre, is 
technically impossible to satisfy the demand of potential landlords to receive documents 
proving the right of property on land in kind. In case of the RM, in absence of technical 
assistance, the registration of right of property would require at least 35 years.17 

The specialists of the Agency for Land Relations and Cadastre of the RM and foreign partners 
on development could assist in pursuance of this expensive and ambitious work in 
Transdniestria. There is a possibility to start discussing and elaborating general mutually 
accepted approaches to the model of the future project in the framework of the formed group 
on farming industry. 

Undoubtedly, there is no sense to «postpone» the problem, but it can be settled only via a 
constructive dialogue between Moldova and Transdniestria.  

“The freezing” of the situation will only provoke economic conflicts («matter of Dorotskaya»).  

Besides, the population and economic agents from the right and left banks of the river have 
already found themselves in an «unequal» situation: the former are deprived of the legal 

                                                
16 Concept Draft on the introduction of the private property on land in TRM, Newspaper «Transdniestria», 
24.02.2005 
17 I.T. Gutu «The Republic of Moldova: The economy of the transitional period», Chisinau, 1999, p. 216 



possibility to rent the land in Transdniestria; the latter, at least the citizens of the RM, can 
even today buy land in Moldova on legal grounds.  

Another important technical issue is closely connected with the quality of the cadastral 
system – this is the carrying out of the general census in the agricultural sector. 

This is necessary for the fulfilment of the objective evaluation of the overall agrarian system 
potential, which in its turn will allow for a careful use of investment, financial and other 
resources for the efficient development of the branch. 

In the CIS, only Kirgizstan, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Russia carried out the agrarian census 
due to essential financial expenditures and extent of works.  

In the next 2010 year, in the framework of the UN program on agriculture and the World 
census of agriculture, Moldova will carry out the first general census of agriculture.18 The 
preparatory works lasted for more than three years and required more than 600 thousand US 
dollars.19 The works on census will be financed from the state budget (1.7 million US dollars) 
and from a grant of the Swedish Government (6.7 million US dollars).20 Presumably, the 
works will end by 2012.  

It is believed that this matter (carry out the census of agriculture in Transdniestria) can be 
included in the agenda of the working group on the agricultural sector. In case of a positive 
decision, the experience, the questionnaire, the methodology and the specialists of the 
National Bureau of Statistics of the RM can be used. One can suppose that at least the 
duration and the «costs», of the preparatory period will significantly diminish.  

The fact is that the authorities either make or not arrangements, but the population and the 
economy have to bear the consequences.  

There is a saying dating 3000 years back:  

«Better is a neighbour that is near, than a brother afar off» (Solomon). 

                                                
18 The last records of the census of agriculture in Moldova: perennial plantations – 1994, animals -1992 and cultivated 
areas - 1985. 
19 Government decree of the RM № 992 on the  «Approval of the plan of action for carrying out the general census of 
agriculture», OG № 146-148, 14.09.2007 
20 http://www.moldova.ru/index.php?tabName=articles&owner=19&id=5112 


